1914]     THE   BATTLE   JOINED   IK"  THE   WEST

Meuse to protect the concentration of the II. and
III. Armies from the interference of French cavalry.
On the morning of Tuesday, 4th Auguvfc, Marwitz
had seized Vise, crossed the Meuse, and entered
Belgium, and late that evening Emmich's scouts
came into touch with the Belgian pickets.

The chief routes into Belgium from the Rhine
valley are four. There is the ingress through Luxem-
bourg into the Southern Ardennes, and so to the
central Meuse valley; there is the route from the
German frontier camp of Malmedy to Stavelot,
which would give access to the Northern Ardennes
and to the Meuse at Dinant, Namur, and Huy;
there is the great route from Aix via Verviers, by the
main line between Paris and Berlin, down the valley
of the Vesdre to Liege; and, lastly, there is the
direct route by road from Aix to the crossing of the
Meuse at Vise, on the very edge of the Dutch frontier.
All four routes were requisitioned. But for Ger-
many's immediate purpose the vital entry was the
gap of ten miles between the Dutch border and the
Ardennes, the bottle-neck of the Belgian plain, with
the fortress of Liege in the gate.

Liege itself lies astride the main stream of the
Meuse and the second channel which receives the
waters of the Ourthe and the Vesdre. It occupies
the flat between the northern plateau and the river,
spreading eastwards down the valley, and climbing
westwards towards the plateau in steep, crooked
streets. Obviously such a position had great
capacities for defence, and these were made use of
in the series of forts constructed by Henri Alexis
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